IC305.02 Science of Society Syllabus

Honors Section



                MWF 9-9:50 AM MH217





Also refer to:

         http://www.New-Hampshire.net/college/IC305                                                      
Note: This is the honors section so you should expect that
class input may result in changes in the syllabus. If there are changes in

the syllabus, you will receive an updated copy that will also appear

on http://www/New-Hampshire.net/college/IC305

                    “ Given some basic professional guidance, should students be empowered to take group and individual responsibility for their own education or should that be determined by some authority figure  (or authority figures?)”—Jack
Instructor: William H. Jack






Office Hours: See office hours handout
Office: PH301
Voice Mail: 4267
E-Mail:  jackwh@FranklinPierce.Edu
Required Text:
Farmer, Forbes (Ed). (2006). Science of Society:MultidisciplinaryContexts and Prospective. New York:Pearson-Prentice Hall,2006.
.


PREREQUISITES:

Students taking this course must have completed a minimum of 45 credits.  students must have completed IC101 Individual and Community, IC105 College Writing I, IC106 College Writing II, IC205 Experiencing the Arts or IC206 Music in Our World, IC210 American Experience, IC212 Challenge of Business in Society, and IC260 Twentieth Century, or the equivalents.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course involves the comparison of contrasting theories about the relationships between an individual person and increasingly complex levels of social integration. It also evaluates the scientific methods which generate data used to test those theories. An important goal of the course is the promotion of a greater understanding and tolerance of different personalities, kinds of families and other small groups. An understanding of diversity is encouraged as students broaden their knowledge base and sharpen their critical thinking skills. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Utilizing an interdisciplinary approach, students in the course explore and investigate the behavioral sciences from a theoretical and empirical perspective. Methodologies, bias, theoretical approaches and viewpoints associated with various behavioral science disciplines are discussed. The course includes topics such as the nature of scientific method, alternatives to scientific method, the development of knowledge, and the framing of research questions. Qualitative and quantitative research techniques are included. As with the other courses in the Core curriculum, the course explores dynamic relationships between the individual, the community, and the larger world society. 
COURSE GOALS:
Upon completion of the Science of Society Course, students shall write a research paper demonstrating scholarly competence in two areas of the behavioral sciences, as well as being able to:

1. Articulate the relationships between individual experience and the psychological, 

biological, institutional, and cultural contexts in which individual experience might be understood.

2. Appreciate the diversity of human experience as influenced by the variety of cultural and institutional contexts found across the globe.

3. Recognize and understand alternative theoretical perspectives in the social-behavioral sciences that explain the above relationships.

4. Recognize, understand and use the various methods used by social-behavioral scientists to study these relationships. 

STUDENT OUTCOMES:
1. Understand the scientific method and its functions for inquiry into human behavior. 

2. Read, interpret and critically discuss scholarly material in the behavioral sciences as a basis for generating and testing hypotheses and understanding current research.

3.  Access, investigate, analyze, and interpret either quantitative or qualitative data in more than one area of the social-behavioral sciences and apply appropriate research methodology in the process.  
STUDENT EVALUATION:
1.
Attendance:  . You are expected to attend class because your presence is important for  the success of the course. Your individual contributions are important. If you show a pattern of missing classes you will be warned. Continued missing of classes may result  

      your being counseled out of the course. Missing more than five classes during the term is considered excessive and is likely to result in a reduction of  your final grade. For example, a grade of  A- might become a B+ or in cases of more serious non-attendance a grade of  C might become a D
2.
Participation and Class Etiquette:  

      A general spirit of collegiality and mutual support is expected. When people (including the professor) are doing a presentation, respectful and supportive listening participation are expected.  Part of your participation grade will depend on a ranked rating of your fellow students.
    Turn off your cell phones during class. Do not look at your cell phones to check for messages during class. Do not use an Ipod or similar device in class. Do not get into the habit of coming and going from the class during the class period – It is distracting to the conduct of the learning process for others in the class. If you arrive more than five minutes late for class you will be marked as absent for that class period.

3.
Writing and Research:  Students will be required to complete a research project, and write a minimum of a twenty-page research paper.  
4.
Style and Citation Format:  Research assignments for this course should be in proper format with regard to style and citation of sources.  Your instructor will provide further information about the expected format for particular assignments.[ Format is American Psychological Association style – See your Hacker style guide or better yet use the APA manual]  Please be advised that we take plagiarism very seriously. [Penalty for plagiarism is an F in the course and a report sent to the Dean of Academic Affairs and to the Division Chair. They may choose to take additional actions including suspension or expulsion from the college  All quoted material, and all material that is paraphrased (i.e., ideas from a source transcribed into the student’s words) must be accompanied by a reference to the source.  Altering a few minor words within a larger body of material does not constitute paraphrasing.  The general rule is that all facts, figures, and ideas of others are considered intellectual property and required proper referencing.  The FPC writing center (The Write Place) is available to assist students with these issues and with citation format
STUDENT EVALUATION SUMMARY:

Grading Policy:
Research Paper








                  35%
· Minimum:  20 pages of writing

· Each student will be required to submit a written proposal of their intended research study, early in the semester. [one page typewritten due on September 18th]
· The writing assignment should include library as well as internet research.

· Students will be required to submit rough drafts prior to submitting their final project.

The research paper must include the utilization of the scientific method, demonstrating knowledge of both theoretical and empirical data gathering.  Please include both theoretical and empirical scholarly references/resources in the context of the writing. 
Oral Presentation/Group Project






                      10%

Each student will be required to complete an individual  oral presentation about their area of research for their paper.
The Group Team Project  will be a group presentation where each member of the class will serve as an expert on one of the behavioral sciences and will act as a spokesperson for that point of view in regard to the research methodologies of that discipline. [We may do this activity more than once.]

Grading Breakdown***
2 exams (mid term and final exam)



45% of final grade

1 Research Paper





35% of final grade

Participation/Civility





10% of final grade

Group Team Project





10% Final Grade

Total







100%

***  All assignments must be completed in order to pass the course. 
LEARNING DIFFERENCES

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any student with documented special learning needs will be provided with reasonable assistance designed to meet his or her needs.  It is the responsibility of the student to have documentation on file with Academic Services.  Please discuss your individual needs with you instructor as soon as possible, preferably within the first week of the semester.

Items of note for the first class (due at the second class)
1) Syllabus, office hours, and course introduction. Assignment #1


. 

      Read Farmer pages xi through xiv (introduction) and pages 1-10
      Bring in an article from one of the social sciences (not more than 15 pages long) that serves as an exemplar of the scientific methodology typically used by that behavioral science. (Suggestion --  You may find it helpful to consult the reference librarian.)
2) We will cover all (or nearly all) of the Farmer text. Note that the first Farmer article is philosophical (non-science) in nature).  We will read additional articles from the literature of the various social sciences.
In the event that final exams for this course are cancelled by the university, the final grade will be based on work completed. In the event that classes are cancelled on the date of the mid-term test, the mid-term test will be given during the next class after resumption of classes.
If you miss the mid-term test or the final exam for good personal reasons you will have an opportunity to take a more difficult make-up test.

Initial questions for the first class: 

What is a Behavioral Science?

Can you list the behavioral sciences?

What constitutes a science?

What is the AAAS?
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