Grading information for  50 point paper final version 2010 (note: rough draft ratings are more lenient than for final version)
Grading is based on 5 general criteria and there is a late penalty equivalent to one letter grade for each class day late. A paper is late when it is not submitted by the end of class. Sometimes I have allowed people to submit their paper as late as 2 PM on the day they have class. The maximum score on the rough draft is 25 points. The maximum score on the final version is 25 points.
0) Cover page perfect or nearly perfect 1 extra point (otherwise 0)

00) Failure to have ticket from writing center attached  (-5 points penalty) –

000) One class late = -2 points; Two classes late = -4 points; Three classes late = -6 points; etc. 
Length of paper

0 points less than 7 pages of text.

1 point less than 8 pages of text

2 points less than 9 relevant pages of text

5 points paper exceeds required minimum length and content is highly relevant
1) Topic Coverage

      0 points = Much irrelevant material – does not qualify as a research paper

      5 points = thoroughly covers a relevant psychological body of knowledge

2) Citations

0 = Use of citations very poor or missing (note: Always cite a source for anything that is not common knowledge.) 
5 = Appropriate use of citations and citation technique is correct

3) References (at least 12 required – see syllabus) Note: Each Reference in the reference section must be cited somewhere in the text.
0 = No references


5 = Excellent references (generally at least 15 relevant scholarly sources)

4) Grammar, Syntax, writing style

0 = General writing style is unacceptable for college level research paper writing

5 = Very good grammar, syntax, and writing style for a college second semester freshman level research paper.

Generally, a 3 is at a freshman college level and a 2 is below college level work. A five is only granted for superior work.

Note:

 c.s. = Cite your sources. You must cite your sources when you say anything that is not “common knowledge.”

Q = Avoid use of quotes in a research paper. Instead, extract the relevant information and describe the concept using your own words and then cite the source. (note: Expect a penalty for using quotes)You do not get credit for paper length while quoting.
Avoid use of indefinite expressions such as “a lot of,” “it,” “thing,” Also avoid use of “just” except in the context of justice.
Avoid the use of “thing” “a lot of,” and similar indefinite expressions in technical writing. You must clearly indicate what you mean in any statement.
Prohibited topics – effective Spring 2008 – ADHD, ADD, PTSD, OCD, Anorexia, Schizophrenia, Marijuana
