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     The overall purpose of PS101 is to acquaint you with the major sub-areas within psychology. The course is structured around the assumption that psychology is a science.  Some non-scientific approaches to understanding behavior will also be covered.

 Text:  Schacter, Daniel L., Gilbert, Daniel T. & Wegner, Daniel M. (2009). Psychology. NY: Worth Publishers.     
This course demands good  reading skills and an ability to learn a large amount of  information in a short period of time. If you have any concerns about reading/study skills, see me immediately.

     We will have approximately four tests during the term including the final.  Tests are cumulative. -- Test number two will have new material plus coverage of the previously tested material.  Each test has approximately equal weighting.  

 The Paper:    You will type a double-spaced type written paper for this course which will be AT LEAST TEN (10) full pages of text in length not including references or cover page.  There must be at least ten full pages of text.  Use one inch margins all around. Use 12 point type. More than 10 pages of relevant material will help you to get a higher grade.
You must take this paper to the Writing center for help prior to my looking at your work. Attach a “ticket” from the writing center or face a significant grade penalty.    
You must select a very specific topic.  For example, don’t choose “operant Conditioning” as a topic. Rather choose “The effects of intermittent reinforcement on human learning.” Also,
Don’t choose the following topics: ADHD, ADD, Serial Killers, sociopathic behavior disorder, or any type of eating disorder.
I will specifically approve the topic you select.

	You must have your “ticket” from the writing lab attached to the rough draft or you will have 5 points deducted from your grade on the rough draft. I suggest at least two trips to the writing center before turning in the rough draft.




 *****

Assignment for the second class:

$ 
Find a subject area for your paper from your book.  By the beginning of the next (third) class or you will have an assigned subject. If you do not yet have a book see someone else’s book.
$ 
Read and think about everything in the text up to the beginning of chapter 1. Note the sequence and content of the chapters 

$  Most important read the notes about statistics because we will do that before starting chapter 1. 
Assignment for the third class

$ 
Read chapter 1 of the text. 
$ 
Have the title of your paper ready today.

****

More About the Paper: Note: Soon I will have a presentation on use of Psych Info.

$ 
Go to the library and find a journal article that is of interest and is relevant to your topic.  Use the Psych Info database   Look up the topic in the most recent index. Look at some of the abstracts (descriptions) of the articles of interest. Use articles in SCHOLARLY JOURNALS THAT ARE IN OUR LIBRARY or are electronically available. 
$ A Scholarly Journal is a peer reviewed periodical that includes an ABSTRACT and has a reference section at the end of the article. See the library website for more information on scholarly articles.

$ Note that each chapter in our text has many references. Some of these references may be useful for your paper.  Note that publications such as  Time, Psychology Today, or The New York Times are NOT scholarly journals. At least five of your references must be from Scholarly journals.  The other references may be from books in our library.  Do not use our text as a reference.  You must have at least twelve different, relevant, scholarly references that you cite somewhere in the paper. Each reference must be cited somewhere in the paper. 
$ 
Do not use any web site as a source unless the reference is a scholarly journal article that is reprinted on the web.  Be sure to cite the ORIGINAL SOURCE not the web source. Scholarly “e-journals” are also acceptable. 
$ Note that a scholarly journal is peer reviewed. That means that professionals in the field read and approve the manuscript prior to publication
$ You must have at least 12 Scholarly references – Do not over-use any one reference. 
$ 
YOU MUST USE AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION FORMAT FOR YOUR REFERENCES AND CITATIONS IN THE TEXT.  YOU MAY ONLY INCLUDE ARTICLES IN YOUR REFERENCE SECTION WHICH ARE CITED IN THE TEXT OF YOUR PAPER. If you are a psychology major, go to the bookstore and buy a copy of the APA Publication manual. Others should use the APA format as described in your “Hacker” English text. Also, you may find that the following web site is helpful:  http://www.thewritesource.com/apa/apa.htm
Quality of writing is important – Bring your typewritten work to me frequently so that I may help you. Visit the writing center frequently and develop a personal relationship with one of the people working at the writing center. Make a point of visiting with the same person at the writing center so they get to know your strengths and weaknesses. You should schedule regular appointments well in advance. 

$ 
Look in your English book for references to APA format.  Also, Note the handout from the English Department on the grading of papers – I will provide a copy.

$ 
The rough draft of the paper is due on Friday February 22. The final draft is due on Monday March 8th.   Half the grade will be awarded for the rough draft and half for the final draft.  The two grades taken together count the same as one test.  However, the grade for the paper may not be dropped (see drop option/attendance information)..  Late papers will be penalized one MAJOR grade for each class late.  A paper is late when it is not turned in at the beginning of the class where it is due. 
$ Be aware that the rough draft is a complete paper with at least 12 references (the text does NOT count as a reference) and at least ten FULL pages of text not counting the cover page. The final draft is to take care of corrections. Pictures, graphs, tables, etc. do not count toward your page total.
$ Penalty: A grade of "A" turns into a grade of "B" when the paper is one class late.(APPLIES TO ROUGH & FINAL VERSION)..

IMPORTANT SUGGESTIONS: 
( Hint for success: Complete any reading assignment BEFORE the material is discussed in class.  This will make life easier for you. You should read each chapter at least four times before taking a test. The first reading should be once over lightly followed by the lecture. Next, read the chapter over slowly and in great detail.  You might try using one color of marker for the first reading and another color for the second reading.

( Hint for success: Be sure to review your notes as soon as possible after class.  Add comments and make obscure points clear before you forget that which was discussed. ASK QUESTIONS IN CLASS --If you don't understand something chances are that others are in the same boat.

( Hint for success: If you have a laptop bring it to class and type your notes right on the laptop. There are many electronic handouts (including some notes I will give you.)  Be sure combine the two so you will have a great set of notes for study purposes. 
( Hint for success: Fair warning…. Be on-time for class.  You must turn off your cell phone, Iphone, MP3 players etc. in class or face the wrath of the instructor. Avoid taking a “bathroom break” unless you have a critical situation. Having people drift in and out of the classroom is distracting for everyone.
GRADING CRITERIA FOR PAPER 
Grading information for  50 point paper.

Grading is based on 5 general criteria and there is a late penalty equivalent to one letter grade for each class day late. A paper is late when it is not submitted by the end of class.  The maximum score on the rough draft is 25 points. The maximum score on the final version is 25 points.

1) Length of paper

0 points less than 7 pages of text.

1 point less than 8 pages of text

2 points less than 9 relevant pages of text

5 points paper exceeds required minimum length and content is highly relevant

2) Topic Coverage

      0 points = Much irrelevant material – does not qualify as a research paper

      5 points = thoroughly covers a relevant psychological body of knowledge

3) References

0 = No references


5 = Excellent references (generally at least 15 relevant scholarly sources)

4) Citations

0 = Use of citations very poor or missing

5 = Appropriate use of citations and citation technique is correct

5) Grammar, Syntax, writing style

0 = General writing style is unacceptable for college level research paper writing

5 = Very good grammar, syntax, and writing style for a college second semester freshman level research paper.

Generally, a 3 is at a freshman college level and a 2 is below college level work. A five is only granted for superior work.

Note:

 c.s. = Cite your sources. You must cite your sources when you say anything that is not “common knowledge.”

Awk = Awkward sentence

Q = Avoid use of quotes in a research paper. Instead, extract the relevant information and describe the concept using your own words and then cite the source.

Each Reference in the reference section must be cited somewhere in the text.

Avoid the use of “thing” “a lot of,” and similar indefinite expressions in technical writing. You must clearly indicate what you mean in any statement.

PLAGIARISM & CHEATING: Consult your student handbook and the University catalog. The minimum penalty for cheating is an  F  in the course and notification of the Dean of the College at Rindge of the unacceptable behavior.   Plagiarism will be handled on a case by case basis but severe penalties  up to and including expulsion from the university should be expected. In general, plagiarism is taking someone else’s work and claiming it as your own. IMPORTANT: If you have any doubt about what constitutes plagiarism in work submitted for a grade, consult with your professor prior to submitting the work.
ATTENDANCE: 

( Hint for success: The most significant causes of low grades are failure to study and poor attendance. Poor class attendance is a waste of your money.  Attendance is required. Those with a poor attendance record will be sent a warning before they are dropped from the course.  Subsequent poor attendance may result in removal from the course.

If you are a student of average ability who completes the reading assignments properly, takes good notes, studies for at least two hours for each hour of class, and seeks help when it is needed, you will most likely receive at least a B.

THERE WILL BE NO MAKE-UP TESTS.  If you miss a test for any reason, including illness or sports,  you receive no credit for that test. However, there are some advantages to this apparently Draconian policy. Each test has about the same point value, including the final test.  Your grade is calculated on the basis of your three BEST test scores (assuming four tests are given during the term). Thus, you may miss one test without damaging your grade if you are a reasonably consistent test taker. Approximately 1/2 the class will miss one test during the term. If you miss a second test that test will be scored as an F.  Try to avoid missing a test early in the term.  If you are familiar with the game of monopoly, think of the test drop option as a "get out of jail free" card.  Wait 'til the final to utilize the drop option.  If you take all the tests, the final exam may be dropped without penalty.
Final exams.  If your final exam is cancelled by the university, your grade will be based on work completed.
HELP!  
$ 
I will be available on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday to give you help.  If you feel that you will have trouble with the course material, please see me sooner rather than later for extra help.

$ 
Please feel free to stop by for a chat. You don't need to be having problems with the course to drop in and talk.

     Course coverage differs somewhat from term to term. You will be notified concerning specific coverage well in advance.  While not all chapters will be covered, we will cover the most important material in some of the chapters which are not specifically assigned. There will be in-class demonstrations.

The first test is on statistics and chapters one through three of the text.
Each test has about 50 multiple choice items, except the first test that has an 8 point question about calculation of the standard deviation and about 42 multiple choice questions.
TEST#1: Statistics and chapters 1-3.  

TEST#2: ch. 4-6 & 8
TEST#3: ch. 9, 11, & 12
TEST#4: ch. 13 & 14 and FINAL EXAM (general test)

My home phone number is 876-3797 Please do NOT phone after  8:00 PM.   

Here are some visually interesting java applets, midi file, animations and such to be used before class starts.

http://dogfeathers.com/java/hyperstar.html
http://dogfeathers.com/java/spirals.html
http://dogfeathers.com/java/fechner.html
http://dogfeathers.com/java/necker.html
http://dogfeathers.com/java/hyprcube.html     need blue-red glasses for full effect

http://dogfeathers.com/java/cell24.html            same

http://dogfeathers.com/java/cell24.html             same

http://dogfeathers.com/java/simplex.html          same

http://dogfeathers.com/java/fechner2.html        benham’s top effect

http://www.sandlotscience.com/Ambiguous/Ambiguous_frm.htm   illusion site

http://www.midiworld.com/midifile.htm          pre-class classical music
http://www.kyb.tuebingen.mpg.de/de/bu/demo/index.html  illusions site

http://www.sandlotscience.com/Camoflage/Camouflage_frm.htm   camouflage –embedded image in motion

http://www.spatiald.wpafb.af.mil/Search.aspx?strText=illusion pitch up flying illusion (movie)

http://www.exploratorium.edu/exhibits/squirming_palm/
http://www.neurophys.wisc.edu/animations/   animations of the auditory process including simulated hearing impairment

http://www-psy.ucsd.edu/~sanstis/SASlides.html  animated visual perception illusions (Desantis)
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Want to graduate? Study efficiently and

Seek help before you really need it.

Statistics  is next. 
Read the statistics notes for next class and read chapter 1 for the class after that.
