Basic terms and Concepts in Parapsychology 2008
Note: 1) Topics for Experiments?

1a) How about Local Sidereal Time and Psi performance (Spottiswoode) visit:
http://tycho.usno.navy.mil/sidereal.html to find the time.

Also go to my website and get The list of important parapsychology articles. – This will give you some good ideas for experiment titles. – Then go get the articles!

--- Here are some basic terms you must know ASAP --- 
ASSIGNMENTS:  

By Monday you should have read to about page 40 in                                 Entangled Minds.  
           You need to find a topic for your experiment: Give me a TITLE and a                .           hypothesis (Typewritten on a sheet of paper) by Wednesday 

   A) PARAPSYCHOLOGY is the scientific study of psi phenomena.

   B) PSI is a general term used to identify a person's

      extrasensorimotor communication with the environment.

       PSI includes ESP & PK.

   C) ESP  (extrasensory perception)  is the experience of,

 or  response to, a target object, state, event, or influence 

 without sensory contact.

      There are three major types of ESP:

           a) Clairvoyance -- Extrasensory perception of  objects or events.

           b) Precognition -- Prediction of random future events the occurrence of which cannot be  inferred.

           c) Telepathy -- Extrasensory perception of the  mental state of activity of another person.

PSYCHOKINESIS is NOT ESP – It is not sensory it is MOTOR

          Psychokinesis (PK) is a direct (mental and non-mulscular) influence   exerted by the  subject on an external process,  condition, or  object.

    VALIDITY OF the phenomenon:

Around 1972 the American Association for the Advancement of Science accepted the Parapsychological Association  into affiliation. AAAS is the scientific organization of scientific organizations. The American Psychological Association, The American Chemical Society, The Acoustical Society of America  and many other professional scientific organizations are members of AAAS.

The Parapsychological Association (PA) is the professional organization of Parapsychologists.

The PA was accepted as an affiliate by a large majority of the

membership at the annual meeting. At that meeting a number of very well known scientists spoke in favor (and against) admitting the PA.

After affilliation, Obtaining grant money from federal and

other sources became easier for parapsychologists.

Some important research in parapsychology

1) Personality and psi

   Gertrude Schmeidler CCNY City college of NY. -- General

   psych students  used over a number of years  (source:    SCHMEIDLER,   ESP & Personality Patterns , Yale University  Press, 1958.  Her work has been replicated and expanded by  many researchers in many colleges.

   Those who are believers in psi will score above chance and  those who are non-believers will score  below chance.  Those  who feel sick or are unhappy will score below chance and those  who are feeling good and are happy will score above chance.        (( Results were statistically HIGHLY significant -- and            replicated by others including myself.))

   Schmeidler used the well known XENER cards (ESP cards,

   Rhine cards) 

      ZENER was a psychologist who designed the cards for use  in perception experiments -- not parapsych experiments.

2) Yes, many researchers have obtained statistically  significant results indicating that PSI phenomena exist BUT  what about replicability of studies -- can different researchers in different  places get the same result --- does the research fit together      into a logical whole? --- YES!

     Schmeidler's work was replicated and extended by many  researchers and the personality variables associated with  psi pehenomena were a consistant factor.

3) But, if you tighten up the controls and make a fraud-proof    experiment the psi effect disappears. Doesn't this tell you   that the effects obtained are an artifact?

    Quite the contrary, A  book by Rosenthal (of the Rosenthal effect) {describe Rosenthal effect} suggests the use of META-ANALYSIS to investigate the "lawfullness" of large numbers of related studies by many investigators in many research facilities.  This meta- analytic approach has now been applied by Rosenthal to certain well studied areas within parapsychology.

   For example, around 600 studies involving the use of  psi on the output of 

random number generators with computer controlled experiments were investigated.  As the "quality" of the study improved the PK effects observed did not decline in significance. Also, the cumulative results of many studies done in many places showed that the phenomenon was consistent and even the non-significant results trended in the direction of the significant results obtained in other studies.

Thus, The evidence for the existence of the phenomena is

very strong.

The Source or causes of the phenomena are not known.

Also refer to January 1994 Psychological Bulletin (see the first article in the journal) by Bem and Honorton on the reality of psi. [ This article will be assigned soon]



