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   Monday   
   0) Status of choosing an experiment

1) Assignments: For Wednesday read up to about page 70 of Entangled Minds

2) Assignments: Your experiment title and a paragraph about the experiment are due.

3) TUESDAY LAB: This will be an “easy lab” you will not have to write a lab report.

DEMO: Self-hypnosis; Detection of biological electromagnetic fields.
Wednesday – 

4) Going over the major points in Entangled Minds

5)  McDougal and JB Rhine (The Duke University group). 

6) Experiment titles and paragraph due

7) ASSIGNMENT: Read to about page 100 of Entangled Minds.

Friday

1) Return of experiment titles and paragraphs. 

2) ASSIGNMENT: Read to about page 130 of Entangled Minds.

========================================================

THE  EARLY HISTORY OF PARAPSYCHOLOGY
    If one operates in terms of "Western Civilization" the founding of the

Society for Psychical Research might be considered as the beginning of orderly

research into psychical phenomena.  However, the interest in the phenomena

has clearly been present for thousands of years.

REF BF 1408.63 Cohen, Masters of the Occult 1971.

Rosecrucians -- Currently a Lutheran based fraternity -- secret society --

      originally studied and practiced occult arts. -- Opposed by the

      established Lutheran church. -- Various competing Rosecrucian groups are

      in existence.

    Rosecrucians == members of the mysterious order of the Rosy Cross. Founder

          was Christian Rosenkreuz -- (this was very likely a pseudonym as his

          name translates as Christian of the rosy cross). Rosenkreuz died at

          the age of 106 in 1484.

           Knowledge of the sect died out and was rediscovered by accident and

           then developed into a Lutheran based secret society. << Note:

           Martin Luther was born in 1483. >>

NOTE: During the period around the Reformation there was considerable interest

in dowsing as a means of finding metal ores such as gold, silver, and iron.

The history of dowsing will be covered in another lecture.

Swedenborg -- another Lutheran Sect

               Lutheran based -- American Swedenborg church still in

                                 existence.

               Swedenborg (born in 1688) had some apparent psychical

               revelations --He claimed to be able to talk with the spirits of

               the dead.

               He MAY have successfully predicted the date of his death (March

               29, 1772) but the data is questionable.

               It is rather likely that he was psychotic in his later life

               (after age 56).

About 1850- 1900 was the "golden age" of the spirit medium -- Very many

mediums *Andrew Jackson Davis, Daniel Douglas Home [Rogo text p.50-55],

Mrs. Leah Fish, Maggie Fox, Madame Blavatsky [of interest to Theosophists],

Emma Britten, etc.

The general public interest in the survival [after death] issue was an

important reason for the formation of the Society for Psychical Research.

============================================================
NEXT -- The Society for Psychical Research.

TOPIC: The Founding of the Society for Psychical Research
Founded in 1882

first  president   HENRY SIDGWICK (1882-1884)

 2nd      "        BALFOUR STEWART (1885-1887)

 3d       "        HENRY SIDGWICK (1888-1892)

 4th      "        The Earl of Balfour  1893

 5th      "        William James (1894-1895)*
 6th      "        William Crookes  (1896-99)*
 7th      "        Frederic W. H. Myers 1900

 8th      "        Oliver Lodge      (1901-1903)

 9th      "        William Barrett    1904

  W. McDougall 1920-21

  R. H. Thouless 1942-1944*
  G.N.M. Tyrrell  1945-1946

  Gardner Murphy  1949*                                       *people who are famous in history of Science
  S. G. Soal  1950-1951

  According to William James (p.309  William James on Psychical Research)

       William Barrett    These three people were Cambridge University

       Frederic Myers      scholars and were the FOUNDERS of SPR

       Edmund Gurney

       Another source refers to Sidgwick as a founder in addition to the

       three men above.

  William James p.309 -- "These men hoped that if the material were treated

      rigorously and, as far as possible, experimentally, objective truth

      would be elicited, and the subject rescued from sentimentalism on the

      one side and dogmatizing on the other."

READ THE STATEMENT ON THE COVER OF THE SPR

          --about purpose of the organization---

  WILLIAM BARRETT -- Wrote many articles for SPR journal

      Best known for his book which was published posthumously

      entitled   The Divining Rod     was editor of SPR journal from

      1884-1899.

  Frederic Myers wrote   Human Personality and its survival of bodily death.

      Myers originated the term   SUBLIMINAL

      Myers also coined the term TELEPATHY

      Myers worked with William James in the investigation of the famous

      medium     "Mrs. Piper."

NOTE: Much of the work of the SPR has been reporting of various case studies.

      More recently (the past 30 years) a greater emphasis has been placed on

      laboratory research.

THE HISTORY OF PARAPSYCHOLOGY

TOPIC: Conclusion of  Victorian Era Psychical Research in England.
A) About 1850-1900 was the "heyday" for mediums in the U. S. & England.

Curiosity about survival after death and mind reading caused much speculation

and popular interest in England.

B) 1882 THE SPR was founded to investigate the aforementioned phenomena.

   The leadership of the early SPR were respected scientists in their own

   fields who believed that their investigations into psychical research would

   rapidly lead to great new knowledge.

- - - -

TOPIC: PSYCHICAL RESEARCH IN THE U.S.
A)  The American Society for Psychical Research (ASPR) was founded in the U.S.

    in 1885 as a consequence of a visit by William Barrett (SPR President

    1904).

    Barrett & Besterman wrote an excellent book on dowsing called  " The

    Divining Rod."

    Originally, the ASPR was associated with the SPR  however problems arose

    and the ASPR was reorganized into the present ASPR in 1904.  The purpose

    of the ASPR was to conduct and fund psychical research.

B)  William JAMES -- [a good book on James Sp.Col. BF 1031.J23, p. 95ff ]

       Mrs. Piper -- Trance medium -- would go into trance and assume the

       voice of a particular spirit (person who had died.)

         ### READ p. 96 of book

C)  The case of Richard Hodgson  (was secretary and treasurer of ASPR

      1)  Frequently worked with Mrs. Piper.

      2)  Died suddenly play handball (heart failure)

      3)  Had previously made a mutual arrangement with W. James to reach him

          through use of Mrs. Piper or another medium to verify the existence

          of life after death.

    ####  p. 147-148  --- JAME'S views on the Piper phenomenon.

    Note: James believed that he was communicating with the surviving spirit

          of Hodgson but he felt he did not have absolute proof. -- He and

          Hodgson were aiming for PROOF of life after death.  James could

          eliminate the possibility that Piper was using telepathy or some

          other form of paranormal communication to simulate contact with a

          surviving Hodgson.  James considered that there might be a "COSMIC

          CONSCIOUSNESS" which might be the source of the communications.

          Later, Carl Jung ( a student of Sigmund Freud) took much the same

          position.)

