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1) attendance

2)NOTE: have a topic area by Friday or one will be assigned.

3) Tuesday lab: The Ganzfeld Technique + discussion of experiment proposals

Topic: The nature of Science
5) Lecture about Khun (Thomas) The Structure of Scientific Revolution
$ 
A) Describe my first exposure to the book at Univ. of Minn. In a Theories of Learning Class.

$ 
B) Khun wrote about the nature of the way science typically advances. He described normal science – as the typical step by step advances based on the previous work of others.  (Give examples)

$ 
He described Revolutionary science  – the great intuitive leaps forward that cause the establishment to become upset and act defensively.

$ 
C) The typical pattern is a) a belief that is generally accepted (such as heliocentric view ofthe universe) is challenged by an upstart (Galileo) who said “If everything rotatesaround the sun, why are the moons of jupiter rotating about the planet? – See? Just look through my telescope and you can see the truth.   

$ 
Next the established paradigm is strongly supported by its adherents (the old fogies) and the new idea begins to gain acceptance since the old paradigm’s implications don’t fit with objective reality as well as the new paradigm.

$ 
The old fogies don’t change their minds about the new paradigm.  They resist and try to defeat the new paradigm through political and illogical attacks.   Eventually the old establishment dies off.

$ 
Now the new paradigm takes over as the upstart radicals, in their turn, become the establishment “old fogies.”   

$ 
Does the “new establishment” learn from the lesson?  — No Way!  The new old fogies now proceed to defend their own ideas to the death and strongly resist the new upstarts.

and so it goes.

NEXT – Continue with Radin start at page 20

