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 Course Description. This course concentrates on current research in parapsychology and requires each student to complete a research project. Students use scientific method to investigate psychic phenomena in laboratory and in field experiments.  Experimental research in Psychokinesis, telepathy, and precognition are included.  (4 credits)

 Prerequisites: PS261 Research Methods in Psychology and  PS260 Behavioral Statistics (a minimum grade of C- in PS261 is required to take the course).

 Students learn to improve their research skills.  Various areas of parapsychological research are covered.  Each student serves as chief researcher for one experiment.  Students in the class select relatively simple experimental topics which  have potential for publication.

 All written work is in American Psychological Association style. Student's papers are written using Word Perfect or Microsoft Word..   Students will also use on-line search systems to find scholarly research and utilize other research sources available through the college library.

 All students must have a copy of the APA Publication manual.  Anyone who does not have a copy of the publication manual should immediately obtain a one from the bookstore.  The other required texts for the course are:

! 
Radin, Dean. (2006). Entangled Minds. NY: Simon & Schuster.

! 
Rao, K. Rama-Krishna. (2001). Basic Research in Parapsychology. Jefferson, NC: MacFarland

 Each participant in this course will spend approximately $20 in copying expenses so that they will have the needed reference material for their major experiments.  The professor shall provide reference material via the web or on library reserve.  

 There will be at least three tests during the course to ascertain mastery of subject material.  

Plagiarism and cheating on tests:

Consult your student handbook and the University catalog. If you are found guilty of plagiarism or cheating you will generally receive an F in the course. And, there will be a report to the Dean of Academic Affairs who may take additional action such as suspension or expulsion from the university.

Course Goals:

The prime goals of the course are conducting research in a competent manner and increasing breadth of knowledge in parapsychology.

More Specific goals include (but are not limited to)
1) Improving competency in use statistics to interpret experimental results.

2) Improving quality of writing APA format papers so they meet all requirements of the APA manual.

3) Building on the  knowledge obtained in PS261 (Research Methods) concerning experimental methodology.

4) Increase knowledge of and use of psychology laboratory equipment to perform experiments.

5) Increase knowledge of methodology associated with running participants in experiments.

6) Increase knowledge concerning ethical issues in psychology.

7) Read, understand, interpret, and apply knowledge gained from relevant scientific, professional literature (especially journal articles) that relate to parapsychological research.

9) Become familiar with the basic scientific terminology and techniques associated with the field.

10) Gain an understanding of the history and research associated with the field. 

11) Use of the computer to gain useful research information.  

 Class attendance is mandatory as is attendance in lab sessions.  Those not attending will be warned and then counseled out of the course if attendance is not satisfactory.

 Use of computers, statistical analysis, use of e-mail, and accessing research information via the web are important in this course. You are expected to have basic competency in use of the Internet and use of Microsoft Word or Word Perfect. 

You should review your notes from Statistics and from Research Methods. Find out which people in the Writing Center are most competent with APA style and make appointments with them well in advance. (Note: previous student data reveals that those who make minimal use of the writing center tend to get low grades in this course.)
 This course is designed for a highly interactive, small class environment.  Each member's active participation is vital and is required.  We shall operate as a collegial research group which is geared toward production of useful research.  A final grade of less than B should be perceived by the student as an inadequate performance.  Certain distracting activities such as using MP3 players, Text messaging, having your cell phone ring are not acceptable. If you have some physiological need to leave the room during class please discuss this with the professor before class. Otherwise if you need to leave class please don’t return for that class period.

Grading: Assuming that there are three tests, your best two test grades will comprise 50% of your grade. The remaining 50% is your major research paper.  Papers completed later than 1 week before the commencement of final exams will have a major grade reduction (i.e., an A is reduced to a B, and B is reduced to a C) Papers submitted after the final exam  receive a grade of F. An exception may be granted by the professor with a resulting temporary grade of  IP under very unusual circumstances such as severe illness or other catastrophe. In such cases, the student must have satisfactory performance in the course prior to the granting of the special exception. An exception will only be granted after consultation with the Academic Dean.

   You must commence your literature search immediately.  Look in Psychological Abstracts to find relevant, current research problems.  You should look in our text and look at the annual index for the Journal of Parapsychology and the Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research for ideas. 

 Try to have at least a couple of research ideas for our next  class so you are able to describe a specific research project to the class within a week. 

There is no lab meeting during the first full week of class. [ I strongly urge you visit with me in my office to discuss your experiment instead]  The initial lab sessions will be used to demonstrate and encourage the appearance of paranormal phenomena.  Later labs will be used for the running of your major experiment.  We shall also have in class demonstrations and experiments.

Initial assignment Read the Radin text at the rate of about 20 pages per day. 

The first test will be given on or about February 14th.
 Look at your texts and the parapsychology journals available in the library. Also think about an experiment that YOU can do.  Come and visit with me in my office and talk about your experiment. 

You should have an individual meeting with me by the third class meeting. 

You must commence your literature search immediately.  Look in Psychological Abstracts to find relevant, current research problems.  You should look in our texts. Also look at the annual index for the Journal of Parapsychology and the Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research for ideas.  Try to have at least a couple of research ideas for our next  class so you are able to describe a specific research project to the class within a week. 

 .
The following is a rough course outline. This  is only a general description and will  change  as the course 

progresses. Usually a portion of each class will include work on some aspect of your major experiment.
Class 1: Introduction to course and basic parapsychological terms. 

Class 2: Historical Overview 

Class 3: Establish title of major experiment. Introductory discussion of research in Telepathy 

Class 4: Historical Overview 

Class 5: Use of the computer in this course. Discussion of

research assignments.

Class 6: The general process of research and experimental design.

Classes 7 & 8 Introductory discussion of research in clairvoyance.

         progress on experiment.

Class 9: The Bem/Honorton article and The Structure of Scientific Revolution 

              Rough draft of Introduction and Method sections are due for major  experiment. 

Class 10&11: Introductory discussion of research in precognition

         progress on experiment

Class 12: Correlates of psi versus causes of psi 

Class 13&14: Introductory discussion of research in psychokinesis

         progress on experiment

Class 15: major discussion of progress of work on major

         experiments 

Class 16: Final Version  of Introduction and Method sections are due for major  experiment. 

              (Date to be announced)..

Class 17: Statistical analysis and the proposed experiments.

Class 18&19: The nature of time and psi phenomena 

Class 20&21: Artificially generated spirit/seance phenomena.

          (report of Philip Group) and research in non-laboratory

  situations 

TEST # 2 ABOUT HERE

Class 22: Improvement of psi performance

          ( Report of self-hypnosis group)

Class 23: Problems with research projects 

Class 24: Meta-Analysis and psi - A more sophisticated view 

Class 25: Student research reports & return of test

Class 26: Student research reports 

Class 27: student research reports 

Class 28 to end special topics to be determined 

Comprehensive final exam 

